
KS2 Reading and Writing 

Parent Workshop 2026



Aims

• How we teach reading and writing in KS2.

• How to increase engagement.

• How to help your child at home.



Reading in KS2

⚫ 5 Reading lessons a week 

⚫ VIPERS at the beginning of the week with 

whole class text

⚫ 3 whole class reading lessons

⚫ 1 group reading lesson 



VIPERS



VIPERS Lessons 

⚫ Your turn!















Whole Class vs Group Reading

⚫ Used for different things 

⚫ Whole class is to teach a reading skill

⚫ Group used for assessment opportunities 

and identifying any gaps in understanding

⚫ Different texts 

⚫ Benefits to both, evidence from DfE



Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Whole Class Reading 

Year 6



Group Reading 

⚫ Similar to how the structure was before

⚫ Group reading texts that are levelled 

⚫ Based on reading age, continuation of Big 

Cat Books from KS1



How to help at home

⚫ Read with your children

⚫ Reading different genres of writing 

⚫ Take turns reading – ask simple 

questions  



Continued.. 

⚫ Continue to use phonics with difficult 

words

⚫ Model yourself reading! 

⚫ Keep it positive! 



Inference and Retrieval  

⚫ Two of the most important skills

⚫ Focus on these at home! 



Writing

               

Why writing still has a vital role in our lives.



Writing

               

Why writing is essential to success.

• It is a fundamental skill for success in school, life and employment.

• It is an engine for accessing subjects across the curriculum.

• It is a predictor for future academic achievement and earnings.

• Strong writing skills are vital for processing information and 

embedding learning into long-term memory.
• It supports well-being and self-expression.

• Writing enhances reading comprehension.

• Strong writing skills promote social mobility.



Writing

               



Writing

This focuses on articulating and structuring ideas into speech and 
writing. It requires pupils to develop a wide knowledge 
of vocabulary and grammar, alongside an awareness of audience, 
purpose, and context.              

The reason why writing is such a complex skill is because it involves multiple 

elements.

Transcription: spelling and handwriting. 

Pupils are taught to write fluently and legibly so that 
transcription becomes automatic, freeing up mental 
capacity for creative tasks.

Composition 



Writing

Beyond the two main components of transcription and composition are:

Writing process skills 

Pupils must be taught the essential stages of producing 
a text: planning, drafting, evaluating, and editing their 
work.

Spoken Language

Oral composition is viewed as a vital precursor to 
written work, especially in the early years. Pupils are 
encouraged to "say out loud" what they intend to write 
before putting pen to paper.

Sentence Mastery

A key component of the curriculum is the explicit 
teaching of sentence construction, which helps pupils 
control their writing and convey meaning effectively.



Writing

               

What writing looks like in KS2

• The week always begins with the VIPERS lesson around the key text.

• Children spend time exploring the text and looking at key examples of 

the genre they are studying eg. narrative (story), character description 

or report.

• Daily English lessons give children the opportunity to gather new 
vocabulary, learn and practise new grammar structures and plan out 

what they are going to write.

• At the end of the week, children will complete their ‘Big Write’ 

independently, making use of everything that they have learned and 

prepared in advance.
• In addition to this, children have frequent handwriting practice and a 

weekly spelling lesson and test. 



Writing

               

Oral Composition

Oracy – the ability to communicate effectively through spoken language- is 

the essential bedrock of writing development.

Pupils must be able to express ideas through speech before they can 

effectively translate them into written form.

By discussing ideas, vocabulary, and sentence structures aloud, pupils reduce the 
mental "load" when they eventually sit down to write.

Pupils say their intended sentences out loud before committing them to paper. 
This helps them test ideas, experiment with language, and refine sentence 
structure in real-time.

Oracy allows pupils to acquire and practice the specific vocabulary and 
grammatical structures required for different subjects, which then informs the 
complexity of their written work.



Sentence Mastery

⚫ Mastery of sentence structures will enable children to have a better 

understanding of where to use finger spaces and punctuation. 

⚫ Enabling them to become more fluent in the generation of ideas, words 
and sentences, will free-up working memory for executive function 

(attention, planning, reviewing and monitoring).



Writing

               

Oral Composition

what like? why?



Writing

               

Oral Composition

Step 1: vocabulary gathering

what like? why?

whales

they

pod

giants

graceful

young

blue

swimming

gliding

migrating

because

so

in order 

to



Writing

               

Oral Composition

Step 2: oral sentence composition

Step 3: sentence transcription

what like? why?

pod of 

whales
young swimming gracefully through 

the 

ocean

hunting 

food

A pod of young whales swam gracefully 
through the ocean, because they were 
hunting for krill. 



Writing

Now it’s your turn! Compose and then write a sentence about 
the picture. Can you use a subordinate clause?                

Oral Composition

Step 2: oral sentence composition

Step 3: sentence transcription

what like? why?

A pod of young whales swam gracefully 
through the ocean, because they were 
hunting for krill. 



Writing
Oral Composition

Step 4. Proof-reading and editing/improving

what like? why?

A pod of young whales swam gracefully 
through the ocean, because they were 
hunting for krill. 

How could we improve our sentence?



Examples of writing

This is an example of writing for a child working at the expected level at the 

end of Year 6.



Examples of writing

This is an example of writing for a child working at greater depth within the 

expected level.



Taking writing to the next level



Taking writing to the next level



Taking writing to the next level



Boosting engagement

⚫ Learning in smaller chunks – focusing upon sentence level first.

⚫ Ensure that children understand the purpose of writing.

⚫ Writing about what they enjoy or know a lot about.

⚫ Find a purpose for writing in everyday life.

⚫ Mistakes are part of the learning process. Professional authors do not 
publish their first draft!



How to help at home

⚫Talking!

⚫Modelling – especially making 

mistakes and improving them.

⚫Encourage your child to read 

back what they write.

⚫READING
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